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INTRODUCTION

Patersonia acknowledges that children will bring to or carry with them certain items of 
personal belongings. This policy details the types of belongings that children may bring with 
them on a regular basis and the level of responsibility associated with those belonging by 
various stakeholders.

PURPOSE

This policy clarifies responsibilities for children’s property when brought with them to 
Patersonia. 

POLICY

The family will be responsible for providing the child with appropriate belongings and 
property required for active participation in the service. This property may include (but is 
not limited to):

 footwear
 clothing
 hats
 bags and lunch boxes

All personal property and belongings will be clearly named or labelled.

The service will inform the family through relevant newsletters and publications such as the 
family handbook of appropriate personal belongings required at the service.

The service will not take responsibility for any of the children’s personal property or 
belongings, but will endeavour to:

 Actively encourage children to care for their belongings;
 Remind children appropriately when belongings need to be placed in storage e.g. 

Lunch box into bag.
 Provide suitable storage to keep safe (at parent/family or child request) any item of 

personal belonging which is either special, expensive or at risk of being damaged.
Throughout special program times the children may be able to bring with them personal 
belongings other than day to day necessities e.g. games and toys. This will be done solely at 



the discretion and responsibility of the family. No responsibility will be taken whatsoever for 
any items brought to the service which may become lost or damaged as a result.

The service shall provide appropriate storage for lost property which will be available to 
children and families at all time.

Any grievances or concerns relating to lost, damaged or stolen property of the children will 
be managed in accordance with the grievance and complaints procedure.

Where children wish to bring in music, it should be age appropriate and should contain no 
explicit language or mature themes (alcohol, drugs, violence or sex)

RESPONSIBILITIES

1. The Board will:

 Regularly review this policy in line with the Policy Review Schedule and any relevant 
change in legislation or standard practice.

2.  All staff and volunteers at all levels will:

 Ensure that they are aware of the organisation’s policy and undertake actions 
consistent with it.

 Where appropriate, suggest ways in which practices, systems and procedures could be
improved so as to improve the policy.

PROCESSES

The Business Manager will review and change the organisation’s procedures to ensure that 
these are in accordance with the principles expressed in this policy.

Staff and volunteers will follow these procedures. 

RELATED DOCUMENTS

Education and Care Services National Law 2010
Education and Care Services National Regulations (r73, 103, 157)
National Quality Standards (1.2, 2, 6.1)
Guardian Handbook
Patersonia Philosophy
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